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FIRST WORDS

We wish all our readers Happy New Year. As we enter 
a new decade, we hope for more stability in the world, 
appreciation of the different religions and cultures and 
NO hatred. We in the industry who travel, who work 
within and do business with many different countries 
should be the leading beacons in showcasing the 
appreciation of this beautiful world with its mix of 
people and cultures. Every single positive step counts 
and this industry is one of the best in showcasing 
pluralism. I know this message is sober but the last few 
years of world chaos needs every single person to do 
their part and not leave things to the appointed. Let 
us as an industry do our part in bringing about positive 
changes, wherever and whenever possible.

Enjoy the read.

Thomas Richard Prakasam
Publisher / Editorial Director
thomas@spinworkz.com

Disclaimer : Entertainment Technology Asia is published 12 times a year. All rights reserved. 
No part of this magazine is to be reproduced, whether mechanical or electronic without the 
prior written consent of the publisher. Views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily 
reflect those of the editor or the publisher. Unsolicited contributions are welcome but the 
editor reserves the discretion to use them. Whilst every care is taken to ensure the accuracy 
and honesty in both editorial and advertising content at press time, the publisher will not be 
liable for any inaccuracies.

Please be informed that products and company names mentioned in this publication may 
be protected with tradenames, trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective 
owners. Our non inclusion of such symbols is not an indication of us not recognising the 
copyright but rather to have a common look across our articles. Misuse of tradenames, 
trademarks or registered trademarks is strictly prohibited. It is the obligation of our readers 
to check if company names and products are protected with tradenames, trademarks or 
registered trademarks.
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NEWS

GLOBAL

Prolyte Appoints a New CEO

ANZ

ADJ Appoints ULA Group As New Distributor For Australia and New Zealand

Prolyte announced the appointment of Fons van Teijn as the new CEO effective 12 December 
2019. Fons has 34 years of experience in the professional photographic scene. During his 
career, he crossed paths with companies that facilitate and accommodate with Prolyte too.

“Fons’s connections in the industry, hard work and experience will lead Prolyte to greatness in 
no time,”  said Frantisek Zykan, CEO of Area Four Industries.

“We at Prolyte are very committed and enthusiastic to work with our customers all over the 
world and reconfirm the primary focus once again, which is to become the industry’s prime 
leader in customer satisfaction,” said Fons van Teijn.

www.prolyte.com

Global entertainment lighting, LED video and effects equipment 
manufacturer ADJ has announced a new distribution partnership with 
the ULA Group for Australia and New Zealand. This strategic alliance 
will increase the availability of ADJ’s expansive range of products in the 
region, backed by a well-established company with a knowledgeable 
team of sales and support staff.

Established in 1992, the ULA Group’s extensive experience in 
professional lighting, LED screen technology, architectural lighting, 
visual media and content management systems has set the company 
apart as a market leader in Australasia. ULA supplies rental houses 
of all sizes as well as supporting major installers who provide clients 
with market-leading visual solutions and services. Working from three 

Fons van Teijn 

(L-R) ADJ Group’s International Sales Manager, Chuck Green;  
ULA Group’s Managing Director, Cuono Biviano and  

ADJ Group’s President, Toby Velazquez

offices spread across Australia, in addition to a dedicated facility in New 
Zealand, the company demonstrates versatility and commitment to 
each project it undertakes, whether a standalone display for an event 
or an extensive collaboration with a publicly listed corporation.

“We are extremely excited to extend our partnership with ADJ Group 
and include the world renowned ADJ product range in our portfolio,” 
says Cuono (Con) Biviano, Managing Director of ULA Group. “The 
globaly strong ADJ brand represents a vast range of innovative products 
with great ROI and proven reliability supported by a strong warranty 
program, all perfectly suited for the mid-market. We look forward to 
working with all the team at ADJ and growing the brand throughout 
Australasia.”

“ADJ’s product range has matured over recent years from our DJ/
club roots to the point that we now offer an unrivalled line-up 
of professional fixtures targeted at the broad mid-market of the 
entertainment lighting industry,” adds ADJ’s President, Toby Velazquez. 
“As we continue to expand more heavily into the rental, touring and 
event production sectors, I am excited to be partnering with the ULA 
Group to grow our market share in Australasia. It is a company with a 
solid reputation and proven track record, and I am confident that their 
team is ideally placed to maximize ADJ’s potential in the region.”

The ULA Group officially became ADJ’s distributor for Australia and New 
Zealand on December 1, 2019.

www.adj.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.prolyte.com/
https://www.adj.com/
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AUSTRALIA

Martin Lighting Fixtures at Sydney Dance Company 50th Anniversary 
Performances

The Sydney Dance Company recently celebrated its 50th anniversary 
with a double bill featuring two starkly different performances, 
illuminated by Lighting Designer Ben Cisterne with versatile Martin 
Professional MAC Encore Wash WRM fixtures.

Established in 1969, the Sydney Dance Company has a broad 
community beyond the practice and performance of it’s lead dancers 
who believe in the universality of dance, and with the largest public 
dance class program in Australia, they help over 70,000 people a year 
connect with the grace, strength and creativity. 

To commemorate its 50th anniversary, the company performed a 
short run of special back-to-back performances from November 1 – 9 
at the Roslyn Packer Theatre in Walsh Bay. The first piece performed, 

6 Breaths, was choreographed by the company’s Artistic Director 
Rafael Bonachela to an original score for piano and six cellos by Italian 
composer Ezio Bosso. Twelve dancers clad in ripped black clothing 
danced on a dark, smoke-filled stage, with abstract animations 
projected onto a scrim downstage between movements. The second 
piece on the program, Gideon Obarzanek’s Us 50, contrasted the first 
performance with a bright, open setting and an energetic electronic 
score by U.K. musician Clark. The piece featured an impressive 50 
performers, including current and former company dancers as well as 
members of the community. Lighting Designer Ben Cisterne illuminated 
the show with Martin Professional MAC Encore Wash WRM fixtures 
as recommended by Ian Gerrard from Intense Lighting, relying on 
their power and versatility to serve the different aesthetics of each 
performance.

“When Rafael or Gideon call, I’m always keen to do the show,” Cisterne 
said. “6 Breaths is a super abstract, really moody piece of work, and 
everything is about timing and small adjustments. You have to find the 
nuance in each little movement. Rafael’s work has lots of little sections 
and you have to create a scene for all of them. It really is about each 
moment, whereas Gideon’s work, Us 50, is more of a grand concept... 
It’s usually one big design idea.”

Cisterne selected the MAC Encore Wash WRM, an updated LED 
replacement for the discontinued MAC TW1, to achieve the perfect 
soft-edged wash lighting with a good amount of flexibility while 
staying within a budget. With a 3000K color temperature, the Encore 
Wash WRM delivered the warm, classic look of a tungsten lamp while 
allowing Cisterne to easily switch to a daylight look when necessary 

http://www.e-techasia.com
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with its variable CTB. The fixture’s ultra-quiet operation proved 
indispensable in the intimate setting of a dance performance.

“I had four Encores on either side in a high-side position, and they really 
are awesome,” explained Cisterne. “They have a tungsten feel to them, 
and it’s like using an old MAC TW1. What’s great is being able to run 
the CTB wheel in them and it’s like putting Lee 201 in front of tungsten 
light. Plus, it dims like a tungsten light. I love their soft focus and I was a 
bit shocked at how bright they were. They’re also whisper-quiet, which 
is obviously great for my work.”

Given his fondness for tungsten fixtures, Cisterne appreciated how 
accurately the MAC Encore Wash WRM replicated that classic type of 
lighting, with the added reliability and consistency of LED technology. 
With high CRI, TM-30 and R9 values, the fixture lit the performers’ 
costumes and skin naturally and without any variation in color 

temperature when zooming or dimming. And because the Encore 
Wash WRM is an LED fixture, Cisterne was able to produce effects not 
possible with tungsten lighting, such as instantly snapping into full 
intensity.

“There’s one moment where the performers are going crazy onstage, 
and then we snap straight into the Encores focused in full open warm 
wash and it’s just like you’ve snapped into tungsten light—except of 
course you can’t snap quickly with tungsten,” Cisterne added. “The 
softness of them on the ground and the softness of them through the 
air is something you never used to have in moving lights. The essence 
of tungsten light coming through smoke is such a nostalgic thing, which 
is the whole point of the evening.”

harman.com

NEWS

GLOBAL

New Calibration Partner Initiative Delivers L-Acoustics Expertise at  
Local Level
L-Acoustics has created Authorised Calibration Centres, designed to 
both strengthen the technical partnership between L-Acoustics and 
its Certified Providers (CPs), and to deliver a greater level of system 
configuration and calibration expertise at a local level for small to 
medium installations. 

Companies that become Authorised Calibration Centres are able to 
offer their customers a service level, from design to commissioning 
to calibration, that is identical to that provided by L-Acoustics. The 
Authorised Calibration Centres will extend L-Acoustics’ geographical 
proximity to end users while guaranteeing the same in-house level of 
L-Acoustics quality service and responsibility.  

The first three CPs to become Authorised Calibration Centres are 
France’s 4J Evenements, Switzerland’s Hyperson and Creative 
Technology Middle East, all long-established L-Acoustics partners.  

“For Creative Technology, being an Authorised Calibration Centre 
allows us to provide a greater level of service, knowledge and support 
to our clients, both from within our technical engineering teams 
and having direct access to L-Acoustics development and support 
management,” says Andy Reardon, Middle East Managing Director. 
“We pride ourselves in delivering solutions based on engineering and 
from the ground up. Being an Authorised Calibration Centre gives us 
greater levels of understanding of L-Acoustics systems, processors and 
procedures. It’s a great pleasure to be appointed as one of the first 
Centres globally and it represents the next step in our relationship with 
L-Acoustics.” 

(L-R): CT’s Andy Reardon, Craig Harvey, Damian Rowe 

“The partnership with our CPs is extremely important to us,” says 
Arnaud Delorme, applications engineer at L-Acoustics. “We maintain 
a very close two-way relationship with them, keeping them up to date 
on innovations at L-Acoustics while also constantly seeing their field 
experience and feedback. This new level of partnership will continue 
to be rolled out with partners where technical relations are already 
well established and who wish to go even further with their L-Acoustics 
systems.”

www.l-acoustics.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.harman.com/
https://www.l-acoustics.com/en/
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CHINA

disguise at Heart of Qing Show

In April 2019, world renowned Artistic Director and Show Creator, Luc 
Petit, launched a brand new show in Qingdao, China named the ‘Qing 
Show’. This permanent show was in development for more than 4 years 
by international teams from Luc PETIT and Art Team Group Asia Ltd.

The grand opening of this exceptional and one of a kind show attracted 
more than 1500 spectators. disguise solution sits at the heart of the 
production with disguise 4x4pro’s powering the show’s extensive video 
projection mapping.

The show is staged in an innovative immersive theatre seating up to 
1,500 spectators, featuring two sets of revolving bleachers and a 360º 
view of the action. The massive 50-metre wide water stage is backed 
by a beautiful 15-meter-high projection screen. More than 430 special 
equipments, 263 costumes, 2D 3D flying systems and thousands of 
props are used on set for this unique storytelling show.

Qing Show tells the epic tale of The Eight Immortal Beings whose 
adventures represent archetypes within traditional Chinese society, 
each applying their unique strength as they work together to cross the 
sea. Along the way they encounter armies loyal to dragons and a variety 
of obstacles and must work together to succeed in their quest. “This 

is a large venue with a cyclorama, big inflatables and some fountains 
as projection surfaces,” says Stan Walbert of Stello Productions who 
managed the video mapping for the show. “This ambitious project 
took four years to design and create. The venue was built for the show 
and projectors, so their position and coverage had to be determined 
precisely.” Stan and the team used disguise’s projection study tool to 
determine luminosity, coverage and the number of projectors to use. 
He adds, “disguise’s Projection Study tool was an essential part of 
the process ensuring accuracy in positioning of projectors, as well as 
providing a way for the content team to test their files with the disguise 
project.”

He explains that the story takes place in universes representing Fire, Ice, 
Water and Nature where projection mapping is mixed with 2D and 3D 
actors, flying props and automated scenery. All available surfaces are 
projection platforms in this immersive scenography. That challenging 
setup represented a total of 12 screens, five of them automated, in a 
wet environment that included seven large inflatables, a large curved 
cyclorama, a rear-projected fountain screen. 

“Projection mapping is an essential part of the show and makes the 
whole stage come alive,” says Stan. “The venue building was specially 

http://www.e-techasia.com
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constructed so all of the ground level could become a pool during the 
show. The construction had a few months of delay, but the opening 
date stayed the same, so we had to move fast and efficiently, and the 
disguise workflow was the perfect solution for those conditions.”

Workflow partner EVOKE Studios from Europe, found OmniCal to be 
a viable problem solver, especially in aligning the curved cyc whose 
physical screen had six corners, not all of which were visible at time of 
calibration. 

“We achieved solid calibration results on a screen it’s safe to say 
anyone would have had a rather hard time with.  OmniCal made it the 
proverbial walk in a park.  It’s a tool you can count on that slides into 
your existing workflows with great ease, filling in some gaps one might 
run into,” says Vincent Steenhoek, Managing Director for EVOKE Studios 
who together with its Technical Director Kristaps Liseks, managed 
on-site mapping, programming and systems. “OmniCal enables us to 
resolve the challenges that projects like this bring and increases our 
confidence in project delivery and the achievable level of finish.” he 
adds.

“When the construction showed some big differences from the 3D 
plans we used OmniCal to adjust the mapping calibration without 
sacrificing the quality or needing to remodel the surfaces in external 

softwares and redo content rendering,” adds Stan. “The disguise 
Hong Kong and Shanghai teams were on hand to help with technical 
support.”

Stan and the rest of the team made use of the disguise Designer 
software, allowing them to visualise, design and sequence their 
projects even when working remotely across different time zones. “The 
timeline was timecode driven, so it was very convenient to program - I 
was able to do that in France with the Video Designer while technicians 
were on site to calibrate the mapping. I just had to send them the show 
file so they could continue to work on site with the creator and content 
team.”

The show’s Creator is Luc Petit. Philip Alexi and Anne Roelandt are the 
Production Directors and Emmanuel Dufoing the Project Manager. 
Marie-Jeanne Gauthe is the Video Content Designer and Knightworks 
the video content team.

www.disguise.one

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.disguise.one/en/
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GCC

JoeCo Expands into the GCC with Provision AVL

NEPAL

Om Sound Service Makes Major Audio Inventory Investment

JoeCo is once again growing its reach in the Middle East thanks to a 
new distribution relationship with Provision AVL. The Dubai-based 
distributor will now represent the brand across the GCC region and 
follows hot on the heels of a similar deal with Boujikian Bros in 
Lebanon. The new relationships mean that the manufacturer has direct 
representatives in every territory across the Middle East.

“We had been looking for some time to find the right partners for 
JoeCo in Middle Eastern territories,” explains Graham Murray, Business 
Development at JoeCo. “We feel it is important to have strong partners 
and a local presence to promote and backup JoeCo equipment sales. 
Provision AVL can provide the facility to support local customers and 
effectively promote JoeCo solutions to the Middle Eastern markets. 

Om Sound Service, one of the 
most renowned rental companies 
in Birgunj, Nepal has invested in 
a comprehensive line up of world 
class products from market leader 
brands P.Audio, Dynatech, Mackie, 
JTS and Marani. This sale was 
made by Radio Emporium based 
out of Raxaul, Bihar.

Om Sound Service’s purchase 
includes multiple units of Dynatech’s DEL123LA line array, CS8001 
power amplifiers along with P.Audio’s HD+ Series power amps 
(HD40+ & HD30+) and the JTS US-1000D wireless microphone system, 
which joins the Mackie ProFX22 mixing console and the company’s 

After spending a few days with Kevin and seeing him and his team in 
action, it became clear that Provision AVL would be the perfect partner 
for JoeCo’s business for the GCC.”

“JoeCo is one of the leading multi-track recorder and player 
manufacturers in the world, and with its award-winning BLACKBOX 
range, we felt that it would complement the audio brands that we 
already represent,” adds Kevin Boujikian, General Manager at Provision 
AVL. “The brand deserves further growth in the region, and that 
happens with more exposure, demos and end-user training.”

The initial stages of the relationship saw JoeCo equipment displayed 
on the Provision AVL booth at Prolight + Sound Middle East in Dubai, 
generating a very positive response from visitors. “The support we 
received from Provision AVL at the show, at such an early stage of 
the relationship, was some of the best I have seen,” reflects JoeCo 
Managing Director, Joe Bull. “I believe this new partnership will mean 
a much wider audience will experience the benefits of BLACKBOX, 
BLUEBOX and CELLO. I’m looking forward to a long relationship with 
Kevin and the team.”

“Having Provision AVL on board will expand and strengthen our 
presence throughout the GCC region,” agrees Murray. “They will 
provide greater exposure of the solutions JoeCo can offer to GCC 
customers, in addition to proactively targeting some of our key market 
sectors. All of which will help JoeCo’s business in the GCC markets.”

www.joeco.co.uk

(L-R): Kevin Boujikian, Graham Murray and Gary Boujikian 
Picture Credit Pro AVL MEA

impressive lineup that comprises of 2242 and 13BM-350B 
loudspeakers from P.Audio. All managed and processed 
through a single unit of the versatile and efficient Marani 
DPA-260P loudspeaker management system.

Speaking about the purchase, Om Patel of Om Sound 
Service shares, “We’ve already deployed the speakers 
and I have to say the products are amazing - the quality is 
supreme and the performance is absolutely astounding. 
I’m glad to say that we experienced great quality service 
doing business with Radio Emporium, and we thank 

everyone there for their support throughout the process. We are 
extremely happy and satisfied with the purchase of these products!”

sonotone.in

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://joeco.co.uk/
http://sonotone.in/
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VIETNAM

PROLIGHTS Appoints VIETNAM PRO AVL

MIDDLE EAST

Allen & Heath Appoints NMK as New Distributor in the Middle East

PROLIGHTS has appointed VIETNAM PRO AVL as official distributor for 
Vietnam.

The developing company has been founded in Hanoi by a young and 
resourceful team, whose main goal is to bring the highest standards 
throughout the Nation, focusing on the establishment of the world 
class brand which represent and providing to the Vietnamese clients 
professionalism and the best AVL solutions suitable to their needs.

The company already counts important brands into its distribution 
network and now also PROLIGHTS is pleased to rely on VIETNAM PRO 
AVL.

Lê Mạnh Thắng , Vietnam PRO AVL President says about this new 
cooperation: “ I’ve been following PROLIGHTS for few years, and I 
was deeply impressed by the fast process of growth the company has 
brought to the market . When I visited their HQ in Italy, I’ve seen up 
close the hard work and the long term vision of the team about the 
brand establishment, as well as the attention to details in the products 
that perfectly meet the core values we aim to bring in our emerging 
market. I’m looking forward to start this partnership”.

Paolo Albani, International Sales Manager for PROLIGHTS said: “We 
are really proud to have VIETNAM PRO AVL among our distributors 

Dubai-based NMK Electronics  has been appointed by Allen & Heath as 
its exclusive distributor for the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Oman.

Responsible for all Allen & Heath products, the full range will enable 
NMK to offer a broad range of solutions to customers, from MI and 

network. It’s a growing company. From the first time I approached 
them, I’ve been impressed by their experience and professionalism, as 
well as their deep knowledge of the AVL market.

We have no doubt that their enthusiasm and ambition, together 
with their attention to customer’s needs, will allow PROLIGHTS brand 
to grow throughout Vietnam. I’m sure this will be a long-term and 
successful partnership”.

prolights.it
proavl-vn.com

Pro Audio, through to AV installation. The partnership takes immediate 
effect, with plans for regular training and product support activities.  

“We are extremely proud to partner with such a legendary brand. NMK 
has witnessed Allen & Heath grow at an increasing rate over the last 
few years,” comments Dino Drimakis, Business Development Manager 
at NMK. “Thanks to the highly talented and friendly team at A&H 
and with the addition of Avantis joining the flagship dLive, SQ and Qu 
Series, we feel A&H perfectly complements the NMK portfolio and feel 
confident that we can continue to raise the profile of A&H in the Middle 
East and provide exceptional audio solutions for our clients.”

Manfred Quesada, Allen & Heath’s EMEA Sales Manager, adds, “As our 
product range grows, we continue to seek out the very best distribution 
partners to represent our products around the world. NMK is a dynamic 
company, which has rapidly built an impressive standing in the region 
and we are very pleased to be working together to further strengthen 
the brand in the Middle East.”

www.allen-heath.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://prolights.it/
http://proavl-vn.com/
https://www.allen-heath.com/
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Focusrite Acquires Martin Audio 

Focusrite plc., which comprises the Focusrite, ADAM Audio, Novation 
and Ampify Music brands, announced the acquisition of LDC-backed 
Martin Audio Ltd.

This acquisition follows hot on the heels of Berlin-based studio 
loudspeaker manufacturer ADAM Audio, but has been a consideration 
for Focusrite Founder and Chairman Phil Dudderidge for years, who 
comments: “I have known Martin Audio since its beginnings in Covent 
Garden in 1971. Founder Dave Martin and I became close friends in 
1989 when I served as an advisor to him and non-executive chairman 
for a year or so as we prepared the company for sale to Tannoy 
Goodman International plc (TGI) in 1990. Martin Audio is a close 
neighbour to Focusrite Audio Engineering in High Wycombe and their 
current management recognised that Focusrite plc was the obvious 
trade candidate to acquire the business from its private equity and 
management ownership structure. My conviction as to the outstanding 
performance of the Martin MLA system was cemented at BST Hyde 
Park concerts in recent years, notably Tom Petty in 2017 and Eric 
Clapton in 2018.”

The Focusrite Group’s criteria for acquisitions remain both strict and 
targeted, as Tim Carroll, Focusrite CEO states: “The acquisition of 
Martin Audio is a strong demonstration of our strategic aim to expand 
into new markets. Martin Audio is also an established brand with 
solid financials that instantly add value. More importantly though, 
they’re culturally aligned with a clear part to play in our unfolding 
narrative. The Focusrite Group is, first and foremost, a professional 
music technology company, focused on enriching lives through music 
by removing barriers to creativity; from that first spark of musical 
inspiration, to delivering an emotionally charged performance on stage. 

Martin Audio completes that journey, uniting the audience by creating 
the ultimate live sound experience. The Martin Audio family share our 
hunger to innovate and our passion as music and sound enthusiasts. 
That we’re just a stone’s throw away will only further help unite us in 
achieving our common goal.”

Martin Audio will continue to operate from their headquarter offices 
and factory in High Wycombe, England, under the leadership of 
Managing Director Dominic Harter, who looks forward to an exciting 
future, leading Martin Audio as part of the Focusrite Group:

“Martin Audio has been uniting audiences through great sound for 
almost five decades. Our continued success has been down to a clear, 
well-executed strategy with over sixty new products launched over the 
last four years and double-digit growth each year. In Focusrite we have 
an industry neighbour of the finest pedigree; a global leader in its own 
right.  Their culture mirrors our own and, getting to know the team, 
I sense a strong similarity with the deep-rooted values of our own 
Martin Audio Family. Focusrite are the perfect partner to help Martin 
Audio continue the innovations that have driven its success. So it is with 
great pride and enthusiasm that we take this next step; a momentous 
occasion as the Martin Audio brand enters its 50th year. Working with 
Tim, Phil and the Focusrite team, I look forward to seeing all our staff 
and the wider family grow together, continuing to bring our unique 
optimised sonic experience to more and more audiences across the 
globe.”

focusrite.com

(L-R) Focusrite Founder and Chairman, Philip Dudderidge, Marting Audio MD, Dominic Harter and Focusrite CEO, Tim Carroll

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://focusrite.com/en
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LDI2019 Attracts Record Numbers 

More than 16,000 people attended LDI2019 at the Las Vegas 
Convention Center in November – the highest amount in the 
tradeshow’s 32-year history. 
 
The buzz was palpable inside the venue as 400 exhibitors from 
around the world showcased the latest innovations in entertainment 
technology.  
 
Many of the world’s leading industry brands chose this year’s LDI 
Conference and Tradeshow to launch new products and initiatives, as 
the show focused on the future of design and technology. 
 
Drone technology was in the air as Intel demonstrated its latest units 
with nightly shows – the star of the synchronicity involved 300 drones 
forming into a giant LDI logo in the night sky, before regrouping to 
perform a variety of perfectly choreographed routines.  
 
Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality, Mixed/Merged Reality and AI 
were firmly on the agenda as experts in the field explored how these 
technologies will impact the future of experiential entertainment and 
our lives as a whole. 
 
Sustainability and giving back to the community was a major focus. 
Encore Event Technologies US,  MASARY Studios, WorldStage and many 
generous exhibitors provided audiovisual setups for families affected 
by autism, as hundreds of children experienced sound and light on the 
show floor as part of the Sunday Sensory Stroll.  
 
Climate change and sustainability were discussed at multiple events, 
including a Broadway Green Alliance-hosted session discussing 
The Case for Sustainability in Live Events and a new LDI Award 

for Sustainability, recognizing an 
exhibitor’s efforts in environmental 
care and social responsibility. 
 
The importance of diversity in the 
industry was discussed, with real 
action taken via a presentation to the 
inaugural recipients of the Pat MacKay 
Diversity in Design Scholarships, all of 
whom will receive assistance to get 
ahead in lighting, digital media and 
sound design. 
 
LDI further enhanced its TV and film 
market support by offering a series 
of in-depth sessions with leading 
broadcast lighting designers in the 
Live for Broadcast Pavilion. Prominent 

voices discussed the changing landscape of the broadcast industry and 
how technology, innovation and the evolution of the medium itself are 
transforming the creative process. 
 
The best in pro audio descended to the LDI Amplify Pavilion where a 
series of top audio pros and designers presented a series of sessions in 
conjunction with AES.  
 
“Thank you so much to everyone who attended, as exhibitors, visitors, 
or speakers this year, it really was the best LDI yet,” says Jessi Cybulski, 
LDI Show Director. “We have received extremely positive feedback 
on the range of the sessions and the quality of the technology on 
show – as well as the networking and business opportunities LDI2019 
presented.”  
 
Kelly Turner, Director of Sales at LDI, adds: “Our focus is now on 
LDI2020 as we continue to grow and work to provide a conference and 
tradeshow that focuses on the elevation and success of Live Experience 
Production industry.”
 
LDI2020 will take place at the Las Vegas Convention Center, October 
19-25, 2020. 

www.ldishow.com

Image Credit: The Fifth Estate Ltd

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.ldishow.com/
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WORK PRO’s SL210A Line Array Debuts In China and Hong Kong

WORK PRO Audio, the installation and pro audio division of Equipson, 
has made a significant inroad into the Chinese market by supplying the 
country with its first SL210A Line Array system.

The Line Array has been delivered to Freelancer Production Company, 
a theatre and event production company that specialises in audio 
equipment rental to theatres in Hong Kong and touring artists on the 
mainland China. Since its delivery in September it has already been 
used at the 3,000 seater Queen Elizabeth Stadium in Hong Kong for 
a musical theatre production celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

The SL210A Line Array was specified by Sound System Designer Camus 
Chan, director of Equipson’s Hong Kong distributor All Solution Ltd. 

He says: “Freelancer Production Company contacted us as a result of a 
promotion we were running to showcase WORK PRO products to the 
theatre market. We recommended the SL210A system as we felt it best 
met their requirements. Freelancer Production Company were really 
impressed with the system, in particular its sound quality, innovative 
features and price point. They tested the system in our demo facilities 
and immediately placed an order as they felt the system complemented 
their existing and extensive audio equipment hire stock.”

Sound Designer Wan San 
Hong, who is the director 
of Freelancer Production 
Company, adds: “The SL210A 
Line Array is the right size 
and has the right amount 
of headroom to service the 
venues that we most often 
work with. It is a very great 
system and fits everything the 
show requires.”

The SL210A is a bi-amplified 
Line Array system that 
features two class D power 
amplifiers delivering 1000W 
of peak power per track. 
Each enclosure incorporates 
two 10” speakers - one 
passively filtered to control 
the directivity in the Mid-Low 
range and one compression 
driver featuring a polymer 
PM-4 membrane coupled to 
a 120º Horizontal coverage 

horn. The system’s frequency range runs from 100Hz up to 18kHz 
(-10dB) and it is capable of delivering an impressive 135dB Peak sound 
pressure level. Different units can be easily connected to each other 
and each unit has its interface and controls positioned at the rear of the 
enclosure, thus allowing users to manually navigate through the menu 
and the different parameters of the system. Thanks to its powerful 
DSP, the SL210A Line Array can be configured to suit a wide variety of 
applications, from medium to large venues where power, quality and 
controlled directivity are required through to theatres and concert 
halls.

The system specified for Freelancer Production Company includes 
four SL218A subwoofers and 22 SL210A enclosures – 18 for Front of 
House and four for front fill. These loudspeakers all feature built-in DSP 
and are remotely controlled by ethernet using WORKPRO´s dedicated 
management software.

Following its delivery to Hong Kong, sound engineers from Freelancer 
Production Company were given hands on training with the system and 
its software to ensure the best possible results for their clients.

www.equipson.es

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.equipson.es/
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The P.A. People Deliver Comms at UAE National Day 2019

December 2 in Abu Dhabi saw the culmination of well over three 
months’ work on site for 15 members of The P.A. People’s global Event 
Communications team. 

Celebrating the 48th UAE National Day, the UK’s Betty Productions with 
Catherine Ugwu at the helm as Artistic Director & Executive Producer 
delivered a stunning show with a complex technical component.  Tying 
all of the production disciplines together was a large communications 
system from The P.A. People.   

The celebrations, centred around a spectacular theatrical production 
titled “Legacy of Our Ancestors”, highlighted long-held values of the 
UAE with stories told under the light of the moon
10,000 square metres of staging (approx size of 8 Olympic swimming 
pools), 5,000 people working on or in the production from 70 different 
countries, 900 performers, 1,700 costumes, 1,800 props made it a 
memorable event held at the Zayed Sports City Stadium.

P.A.People’s team of Aussies, Russians and Brits provided over 60 packs 
of Clear-Com FreeSpeak IP full duplex comms integrated with some 

400 radios on seventy interfaced channels.  Coupled with timecode 
distribution, control room audio, eyeCUE CCTV and a comprehensive 
wired matrix communications package, The P.A. People is proud to have 
delivered communications for our third UAE National Day in Abu Dhabi.

The UAE National Day aka the Union Day is celebrated on 2 December 
every year. It commemorates the formal nationalisation of all the seven 
emirates that took place in 1971. The UAE National Day celebrations is 
one of the biggest annual festivals in Dubai.

papeople.com.au

http://www.e-techasia.com
http://papeople.com.au/
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Loud Technologies Asia and AVL Direct Demonstrate dbTechnologies 
Speakers and DTS Lighting Fixtures

The 10th of December saw a gathering of local system integrators, rental 
& staging companies, end-users and consultants at the Star Performing 
Arts Studios and Terrace to hear and see first-hand the latest offerings 
from dbTechnologies and D.T.S. Illuminazione srl. 

The event kicked off at 3pm at the Studio with an introduction of the 
CRI98 ALCHEMY 5 Fresnel Wash Light, along with the latest EUPHONY 3 
compact LED wash light, SYNERGY 5 Profile and X-Brick from D.T.S.

ALCHEMY 5 is a high performance LED wash moving head that is  one 
of the first projectors to be marked HQS (High quality Spectrum-DTS 
trademark) with which the company emphasizes the ability to generate 
high quality whites, a palette of colours more extensive than the range 
of pastel-like nuances. In Addition ALCHEMY 5 has been designed to 
meet the theatre and television needs where quietness, versability and 
quality of the light are paramount.

EUPHONY 3 is the new compact LED wash light featuring 7 Full Colour 
LEDs, a wide zoom (5.6°- 69°) and high- efficiency optical system. 
EUPHONY 3 is the extremely versatile moving head suitable for uniform 
projections on surfaces, from wide Wash to PC Beam. Furthermore 

thanks to its perfect colour mixing, 16 gel filter emulations and the Hi-Q 
Dimming technology it can provide high standard performances.

SYNERGY 5 PROFILE is a compact LED profile moving head. The unit 
employs a 420 W pure white LED source (7000K 16,500 Lumens 
output), coupled with a long excursion 4.6° - 43° motorized linear zoom 
with autofocus. This carefully studied match delivers a massive 49,900 
Lux luminosity (4.6° @ 5 m) with an evenly diffused and flat beam. The 
unit features a rotating framing system with 4 blades.

AVL Direct is the appointed D.T.S. distributor for Southeast Asia. Carmen 
Savarese, International Sales Manager, D.T.S. comments, “We have been 
low key in this region for the past few years and we needed to reboot. 
D.T.S. actually has a long history in this region and some people have 
been waiting for us to make a strong comeback. We are happy to have 
appointed Colin Oliveiro of AVL Direct to help us grow our business. He 
is committed and the right parter for us. He believes in the product and 
has the professional skills that we need to help us move the solutions.”

“Our solutions are unique and we have put in much effort in our R&D. 
Clients not only get a very high quality product with beautiful colours 
but also versatility where the fixtures can be easily used in different 
environments. You would have noticed in our demonstration, the use of 
software to create many different looks with the ALCHEMY 5. There are 
some colours you cannot achieve with any other brand.” 

Carmen informs us that in 2020 the SYNERGY 7 and ALCHEMY 7 will be 
launched with more power and features. 

At the Terrace, a full stage set-up featuring dbTechnologies solutions 
was demonstrated with the latter part featuring a band showcasing the 
full value of the speakers’ coverage and rich sound reproduction. 

Colin Oliveiro with the DTS team

http://www.e-techasia.com
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Speakers demonstrated included the INGENIA series, VIO X series 
including the line array and point sources.

INGENIA range boasts four models (IG1T, IG2T, IG3T and IG4T) designed 
to work both individually and coupled. Their sober design perfectly 
combines with advanced DSP functions, allowing a smooth and easy 
optimization of the system’s coverage and acoustic performance. 
Thanks to infrared technology, INGENIA detects the presence of a 
second speaker, and an onboard-configuration wizard automatically 
sets up the system in order to ensure the best coverage and acoustic 
coherence. 

VIO X,  are an original series of professional active 2-way speakers 
combining impressive output, advanced DSP features and complete 
networkability via Aurora Net software. Conceived as a point-source 
completion for the VIO family, the new VIO X series provides a broad 
spectrum of professional applications as well as flexible configuration 
options.

The VIO X205-60 and VIO205-100 took the audience by surprise with 
its solid sound quality despite its size. A revolution in VIO X family: 
newly born VIO X205 condenses the powerful and detailed sound of 
the ultimate dBTechnologies point source series into a small, ultra-
performing cabinet. VIO X205 acts as the most precise and versatile 

unit in any tour-grade application as well as in fixed installations. The 
VIO X206-60 offers 60 degrees coverage whereas the 100 offers 100 
degrees coverage. 

Manuele Poli, Export Area Manager, dB Technologies comments that 
the brand had started doing business in this part of the world five 
years ago. He shares that the loudspeakers are now distributed in 
45 countries. “In order to deliver the needed support with our ever 
growing presence in the region, we started investing locally. We hired a 
National Sales Manager in India this year that is showing good promise. 
Similarly our appointment of Loud Technologies Asia and AVL Direct 
is part of our strategy to build brand awareness and perception.  We 
intend to continue to invest in this region as APAC contributes 33 plus 
percent of our revenue.”

Manuele continues, “Being present in Singapore is important as most 
of the audio industry players are based here. In Colin Quek of Loud 
Technologies Asia and Colin of AVL Direct, we have reliable partners. 
We are confident that they are going to bring our sales up to the next 
level.” 

Loud Technologies Asia takes responsibility for the installation segment 
for dbTechnologies whereas AVL Direct handles the rental&staging 
segment. 

dts-lighting.it
www.dbtechnologies.com
www.avldirect.co
www.loudtechnologiesasia.com

NEWS

Colin Quek with the dbTechnologies team
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Clear-Com Conducts Theatre Communications Workshop

Clear-Com held a one day introduction and workshop of its new 
solutions at the Wild Rice Theatre located at the Funan Mall in 
Singapore.  The company highlighted their Eclipse HX which is an all-IP 
matrix intercom solution that supports all major formats including 
Dante, SMPTE 2110-30 amd AES67. Also highlighted was the FreeSpeak 
EDGE that works in the 5GHz bandwidth which allos it to work in even 
the most challenging venues and high multipath environments with 
Clear-Coms exclusive RF technology. The event attracted local theatre 
technical professionals, system integrators, venue operators as well as 
rental&staging companies.

Clear-Com is part of HME that specialises in Drive-Thru communication 
and repair, speciality communication, paging and table location as well 
as in the live event and broadcast space. The performing arts and live 
space contributes to the majority of the revenue for Clear-Com globally. 

Held on 9 December, the morning part of the event was set aside to 
introduce the company, its new product offerings in the live space 
interspersed with inputs by special guest Jason Crystal who is a lead 
sound designer for Broadway productions. The afternoon was set aside 

to discuss designing an Intercom system for large musical theatre as 
well as a hands-on training of adding LQ Series Audio-over-IP interfaces 
to Clear-Com’s analogue Partyline solutions. 

www.clearcom.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
http://www.clearcom.com
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FEEDBACK

In the December issue of ETA, our regular columnist Alex 
Schloesser wrote if there was still a need for dBFS metering. 
Read it HERE. 

Andy Cooper, Manager, Pro Audio Application Engineering, Yamaha 
R&D Centre, UK responds to the article. 

Firstly, I assume Alex is referring to Yamaha consoles, as they continue 
to use the dBFS scale on new products, as they did during the 1980s 
and 90s on early digital mixers.  Even if not, allow me to inform and 
correct…

Here are my comments:
 � resolution and sonic performance of the console does not depend  

 on whether it is fixed point or floating, as suggested in paragraph 2.  
 It does depend on bit depth, but not on type of dsp processing. It  
 is the processing algorithms that are important for sonic  
 performance.  Some fixed point are better than some floating.  And  
 vice-versa.

 � “One single bit more..will lead to total destruction of the signal”.   
 I do not agree with this comment. When 0dBFS is reached, only the  
 part of the signal at the limit will be clipped. The rest of the signal  
 will remain intact.  Music is of a very dynamic nature: much of  
 the musical signal will keep its integrity.  Granted, distortion caused  
 by digital clipping can sound nasty, but if only the top of the loudest  
 transient is clipped, it will not ruin the experience for the listener.   
 In fact, it may be an effect considered to be creative for some  
 electronic music.

 � 3rd paragraph: “we end up with a huge headroom on the output  
 of a digital console as well”. Of course. This is needed because you  
 are mixing 10s or 100s of signals together. If you put just one  
 channel through, then perhaps the extra headroom is not  
 necessary. But when all input channels are used and mixed  
 together, you will be glad of that headroom at the outputs!

 � Do you think that input headroom = output headroom?  Does  
 a console with 24dB headroom at the input always have 24dB at  
 the output? That is not correct. All professional digital mixers from  
 Yamaha over the last 20 years have dip switches on the analog  
 output circuits. The default is 24dBu maximum output level.  
 The other option is 18dBu, some products also have 15dBu options.  
 These are actually international broadcast standards, set by EBU  
 and others. So we must comply. 0dBFS = +24dBu is the standard for  
 USA broadcasters.  0dBFS = 18 for EU, 15 for Japan.

 � Most recent analog gear that is likely to be interfaced with a digital  
 mixer will allow a maximum input level of +24dBu (to also comply  
 with USA broadcasting standards), so will be compatible with the  
 digital mixers.  If not, you have the dip switch option on the  
 outputs.

 � “your analogue gear will start clipping at -18dBFS levels”.  This  
 statement is not necessarily true, as -18dBFS has no direct relation  
 to analog signal level.  It is dependent upon the dip switch setting  
 of the analog circuit.  By the way, some customers modify their  
 analog outputs further.  For example, a customer in Finland chose  
 to set 0dBFS = +12dBu as a special case.

I hope now you can see the use for dBFS: it allows you to mix in a 
fully digital domain.  In many cases, the analog outputs of a mixer are 
not used, but they go digitally to the next device. Maybe a speaker 
processor or an amplifier. Their relationship between 0dBFS and analog 
level could be completely different to the mixer.  So you need to know 
what kind of level you are passing onto the next digital device. If you 
use an analog type of metering in a digital mixer, and you only use 
digital outputs, your mixer could be lying to you!

If anyone would like to further add to the comments please do send us 
an email.

RESPONSE TO ALEX COLUMN
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VIDEO FILES

A4i.tv Video Release - Spotlight  
on Roundslings

LDI 2019: Relive the Light Show at 
the CHAUVET Professional Booth 

ETC CueSystem Family Overview

Martin ERA 800 Performance

Join professional Rigging Advisor, Eric Porter, in a back to basics video 
that focuses on the well-known and well-loved Roundsling. In his 
latest video outing, Eric visits the polyester roundsling and how this 
versatile, gentle and lower pressure contact sling should be used…and 
not be used! He also covers labels found on roundslings, as well as how 
pyrotechnics and narrow beam stage lamps have an adverse affect on 
them.

CHAUVET Professional,  winner of “Best Large Booth Design,” presents 
their 2019 LDI light show designed by  Ryan Warffuel and Max Koehler 
of Antic Studios. The show incorporates Maverick Storm 1 Spot, 
Maverick Storm 1 Wash, COLORado Solo Batten, STRIKE 1, STRIKE 
P38, F5IP video panel, Maverick MK3 Spot, Maverick MK3 Profile and 
Maverick MK3 Wash units.

CueSystem is a dedicated system of plug-and-play cue lights and 
controllers that can be adapted to fit the needs of any production or 
venue. The cue light system connects through any standard, Power-over-
Ethernet network, making it seamlessly reconfigurable and expandable. 
For long-running or larger productions, cue stacks involving multiple cue 
lights can be preprogrammed using free, downloadable PC software and 
recalled using dedicated playback hardware.

With an 800W LED engine and 34,000 lumen output, the Martin ERA 
800 Performance is Martin Professional’s brightest profile moving head 
to date. As a compact, durable and tour-worthy fixture that features 
1:8 zoom, electronic dimming and strobe, full CMY colour mixing, full 
curtain framing blades and much more, the ERA 800 Performance is 
perfect for large venues and live productions.

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.a4i.tv/2019/12/10/roundslings-eric-porter/
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Reflecting the sustained ascent, InfoComm India has set new visitorship records every 

year since its inception in 2013.

Attracting 11,532 visitors in 2019, the premier Professional AudioVisual (Pro-AV) and 

Integrated Experience technologies exhibition is the platform for savvy businesses to 

leverage this emerging market opportunity.

Organizer: Event Manager: A Project of:

www.infocomm-india.com

2 - 4 September 2020
Bombay Exhibition Centre, Mumbai

http://www.infocomm-india.com
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Spotrack Unveils New Products at LDI

Hippotizer Releases Software Version 4.5.3

Spotrack, manufacturers of the world’s leading remotely operated 
follow spot system, had a strong presence at the recent LDI Show in 
Las Vegas. Spotrack enables an operator to remotely control from any 
location, any number of moving lights as follow spots. It works with 
any moving light and any lighting console, in any performance space 
and can be used in all entertainment sectors from anywhere in the 

Green Hippo’s software version 4.5.3 fixes a critical issue and several 
smaller annoyances in response to user feedback, improving the 
stability and speed of Hippotizer Media Servers.
 
Due to a critical issue being fixed in this release, Green Hippo strongly 
recommends upgrading from previous 4.5 versions to 4.5.3 as soon as 
possible.

Changes include:
- Fixed a potential render failure when the engine is forced to 
reconfigure while running (the reason for engine reconfiguration 
appears to be a poor display connection causing an output change at 
showtime).  The issue manifests as all white outputs at run-time - fix is 
show-critical.
   

venue. Spotrack hardware and software comprises a system which is 
revolutionizing the lighting industry’s approach to spotlight control. 
Spotrack systems are now in action on a number of high profile global 
events, as more and more lighting designers and production managers 
acquaint themselves with the clear advantages the system provides.

Visitors to the show were able to discuss the new features of the latest 
soon-to-be-released Spotrack 2020 edition of the system at the BCT 
Entertainment stand, whilst in conjunction with Ushio Japan and Strong 
Lighting, the Spotrack team conducted regular live demonstrations 
of this and its brand new follow spot interface, SpotrackEvolution, on 
the Apex Stages stage. Whilst the forthcoming Spotrack 2020 sees the 
addition of many new features that allow users more flexibility, some 
in response to customer feedback, it has been principally upgraded 
to enable the use of SpotrackEvolution. Used with Spotrack 2020, 
Evolution allows the use of an existing follow spot, via a simple upgrade 
in the form of a small hardware accessory, to be used as a controller 
for Spotrack. Also on show was the company’s entry level TracMe 
system, the smaller, extremely competitively-priced sibling of Spotrack, 
which can control up to four moving lights from any vendor in a single 
universe, opening access to the technology to a greater range of 
application.

www.spotrack.com

- Improved Multi-channel audio import behaviour. Clips with >2 
Channels will now encode alongside video clips and not just image 
sequences (though that still works).

- The watermark on Play and Prep machines now fades in and out for a 
more pleasant pre-programming experience.

- Fixed a widely reported issue where output manager would take the 
output restriction of the local machine when editing a remote host. 
This meant that configuring outputs from a PLAY or Zookeeper machine 
could fail.

The Software Assurance date of 4.5.3 in common with all 4.5 releases 
is: 28-Feb-2019. Software Assurance determines which versions of new 
software may install and run on a Hippotizer system. Once installed, the 
software will continue to operate for the life of the machine.

Click here to read further on Release Notes.
If you require support email: support@green-hippo.com
www.green-hippo.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.spotrack.com/
https://green-hippo.app.box.com/v/HippotizerRelease453Notes?utm_source=All_GDPR&utm_campaign=6d66ef8874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_17_09_03_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7b5e6af328-6d66ef8874-240339793
mailto:support%40green-hippo.com?subject=
https://www.green-hippo.com/
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JTE Sets the Standard for “General Purpose” Truss

Even after 40 years on the market, the legendary General Purpose (GP) 
truss series from JTE is still one of the world’s most popular multi-
purpose systems. Superior performance for medium-sized projects is 
delivered via its super safe and stable plated connection system and 
classic bracing pattern. 

This type of truss is also the industry standard for film productions, 
which use it to build huge “lanterns” or “reflective panels” for indoor/
outdoor applications.

The General Purpose truss series consists of two sizes, the 30.5 x 30.5 
cm (12” x 12”) GP30 and 52 x 52cm (20.5” x 20.5”) GP52, which are 
able to handle a wide variety of support structure needs and loading 
capacities. 

The GP30 is a mid-sized, heavy-duty general purpose truss designed for 
conferences, exhibitions, and small venues. It can be used with the JTE 
TT3 Ground Support System due to the incorporation of sleeve blocks 
and towers. Multicube, bookcorner and ceiling support accessories 
available

A bigger brother to the GP30, the GP52 is suitable for most lighting 
applications, Flying PA’s and other general purpose uses. It’s the perfect 
choice for rental and staging companies. Optional castor wheels as well 
as Multicube, bookcorner, pivot section and ceiling support accessories 
available

www.jthomaseng.eu

ENNOVATIONENNOVATION

GP30

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.jthomaseng.eu/products/plated-truss
http://www.mipro.com.tw
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indoors and outdoors. It 
features high SPL thanks 
to the built-in 1400 
watts 2-channel Class-D 
amplifier and a full DSP, 
FiRPHASE filters included. 
The speakers provide 90° 
x 60° constant directivity 
coverage.

Conceived as the ideal complement to the RCF high-powered HDL 
System or NXL arrays, it features multiple rigging points.

www.rcf.it

ENNOVATION

Optocore Upgrades M12 MADI Switch with MADI Redundancy for 
Console Engine Mirroring
Optocore has announced a 
significant upgrade option to 
its M12 MADI switch, with a 
new feature known as ‘MADI 
Mirroring’.

The powerful M12 MADI router 
originally burst onto the scene 
back in 2015, with its internal 
FPGA-based architecture 
allowing features to be added in 
the future simply by issuing new 
firmware.

This has now been undertaken, largely at the request of Optocore 
customers. “We have received several similar requirements, and 
suggestions for implementation, and we have responded accordingly,” 
said Optocore’s Technical Sales Manager, Maciek Janiszewski. 

And Optocore director, Tine Helmle added, “We see the primary focus 
of this product very much in installation, such as theatres,” citing 
Düsseldorf Schauspiel as a modern theatre with a progressive approach 
to sound design, adopting a multiple ring approach.

The aim of the new device is to mirror MADI ports, with the input patch 
from a single MADI port mirrored to another port. With the main and 
backup MADI streams both capable of being run to the M12 the device 
will switch the patch between the two input streams so that the audio 
feed is consistent on the output side, regardless of the input MADI 
stream used.

Switching between the main and backup MADI can be effected in two 
different ways—either based on lost signal detection or triggered by 
GPI (the RS485 port on the M12).

Continued Janiszewski, “This feature will be especially popular with 
DiGiCo SD7 Quantum users who can simply connect the MADI outputs 
from the ‘Engine A’ to the main MADI ports of the M12, and the MADI 
outputs from ‘Engine B’ to the backup MADI ports of M12. The M12 
can then be used with other M-series devices or any Optocore output 
devices to distribute those MADI ports to either recording or broadcast 
feeds. If one engine is non-functional, the console will send GPO to the 
M12 which will switch all active MADI streams to the backup ones. 
“This will keep recording and live broadcast both redundant and 
secure.”

www.optocore.com

RCF NX 10-A II Shipping Now
Featuring RCF Precision 
transducers and a wooden 
cabinet, the NX 10-A II is 
engineered from the ground 
up to deliver advanced audio 
performance and all-round 
versatility. Used stand-alone 
for FOH system, satellite (with 
subwoofer), stage monitor or 
flown speaker, the NX 10-A II 
blends high-performance and 
reliability in a compact package. 
The NX 10-A II is a compact 
bi-amped active touring system 
for medium to large events, both 

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://www.rcf.it/
http://www.optocore.com/
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Penn Launches New Rack Panel Designer Service

Global 19-inch racking and flightcase hardware manufacturer Penn 
Elcom launches a timesaving and cost-effective new web app-based 
service for anyone wanting to build their own 19-inch rack panels!

Panel Designer is a fuss-free facility enabling anyone with 20 minutes, a 
good internet connection and ideas … to design and order their ‘dream’ 
rack panels, adding practical, individual, cool or funky touches.

Penn likes to innovate, and this neat drag-and-drop programme allows 
the easy configuration and ordering of high-quality bespoke branded 
19-inch rack panels … whether it’s one single unit or several hundred! 
No minimum quantity is required!

It’s been developed to allow busy people and businesses to add 
their own creative and special touches to products quickly and cost-
effectively.

With the ‘Drag-Drop-Delivered’ MO to the fore, Panel Designer 
leads the way for installers, system integrators, AV and production 
professionals – rack builders from all sectors of entertainment 
technology – to get quick and impressive results without grappling with 
complex software or requiring in-depth graphic design skills.

As it is internet-based, a variety of devices can be used to access Panel 
Designer anywhere anytime.

Panels – currently sized between 1U and 6U – are selected first.

Users then browse through a variety of pre-made cut-outs indexed by 
category e.g. power, audio, video, fan, multicore, Harting, sub-D and 

other connectors, etc., any of which can be dragged into place on the 
panel and easily labelled using the text function. 

Graphics, logos, other branding artwork or text can also be uploaded 
and positioned on the designed panel. It really is that easy!

The cut-outs snap into place automatically on the design drawing, 
leaving the correct spaces for connectors, fans, etc. Text and logos will 
be expertly UV painted ensuring the best possible looks and a stunning 
finished product!

Once the panel design is complete, the price is displayed (helpfully, this 
increments as the panel is being built) and the ‘order’ button is clicked, 
then the design moves straight into production at Penn. 

Customers receive an email when it’s ready, and the product can be 
shipped to all Penn Elcom’s regular destinations via the worldwide 
distribution network … with characteristic Penn speed and efficiency!

A custom panel is an eye-catching addition to any rack – be it functional 
with cut-outs relaying information related to the device or a stylish 
header that highlights branding / idents. There are numerous reasons 
for needing bespoke panel designs.

Check out Penn Elcom’s Panel Designer at: https://bit.ly/2XL3jPc 

www.pennelcomonline.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
https://bit.ly/2XL3jPc
https://www.pennelcomonline.com/
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d&b audiotechnik releases Two New Software Enabling Technologies
d&b audiotechnik has released two new software enabling 
technologies: CPL for SL-Series (coupling), and Temperature Humidity 
Control (THC) real-time high frequency compensation for loudspeaker 
arrays. The CPL for SL-Series technology allows the extraordinary d&b 
SL-Series line arrays to be easily adjusted for specific venues. THC 
provides high frequency compensation due to temp/humidity as part of 
the d&b ArrayProcessing software: fluctuations in both temp/humidity 
can now be addressed in real time via the R1 Remote Control software 
— simplifying control and saving time. These software updates are 
available for download immediately. 

“Visiting many SL-Series installation sites and working with the users 
and tech teams in the field, we realized that there was still room to 
improve the system workflow,” said Werner ‘Vier’ Bayer, d&b Product 
Management. “These two new enabling features will greatly improve 
daily workflows basis and elevate on-site system performance. I 
encourage all users to update their system software as soon as 
possible.”

CPL for SL-Series
With the existing d&b line array CPL (Coupling) function, which is used 
to shape the array frequency response for rooms as well as personal 
preference, the system’s frequency shelving function can prevent 

access to the full frequency range potential of the system — meaning 
that the SL-Series LF headroom below 100Hz is not fully available when 
CPL is engaged. The new CPL software allows SL-Series to shape LF and 
LoMid responses independently with individual controls for LOW and 
MID array response, adding a new level of flexibility and efficiency to 
the CPL workflow. 

Temperature Humidity Control
The new THC function within ArrayProcessing is accessed through 
d&b R1 remote software. It enables real-time adjustment for changing 
atmospheric conditions. The new THC function works on any group of 
d&b arrays operating in ArrayProcessing mode. It is an excellent new 
tool for any indoor or outdoor venue where temperature and humidity 
conditions may change multiple times throughout the event.

With improvements in resolution detail, flexibility, response accuracy, 
and operation efficiency, these new enabling technologies will deliver a 
new level of performance, workflow efficiency and simplicity for users.

For more download information visit:  www.dbaudio.com/global/en/

service-and-support/downloads/

Beta Release for CODA Audio’s New System Optimiser

CODA Audio recently gave a beta release to its brand new state-of-
the-art 3D prediction software for CODA systems in the installed 
and live event arenas. The CODA System Optimiser, currently under 
continued development with the company’s R&D team, will eventually 
be compatible with the entire CODA loudspeaker range but is now 
available to customers for selected key lines. The CODA team sees the 
release as an important move in directly involving its customers in the 
development process, something essential to the fine-tuning of the 

product and which allows  early hands-on experience of its incredible 
speed and accuracy.  

David Webster, Global Marketing Director at CODA Audio International 
comments:

“This is a ground up development, so taking the long view, it’s very 
important to us that audio professionals out in the field are directly 
involved with the evolution of our 3D system optimisation software. 
A beta release gives us the opportunity to allow early engagement for 
CODA system-users operating in real-life environments. Our System 
Optimiser allows the pinpoint design of CODA systems from the 
smallest fixed install to the largest, most complex stadium production 
and does so with great ease, in incredible detail, delivering results in 
seconds, not minutes. The team is looking forward to working with our 
clients and taking account of their feedback during this development 
stage, before we roll the product out across the entire CODA range.”

codaaudio.com

http://www.e-techasia.com
http://www.dbaudio.com/global/en/
https://www.dbaudio.com/global/en/service-and-support/downloads/
https://codaaudio.com/
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I wish you all a very happy and also 
successful start into 2020. This will 
be a big year for quite a few places 
in Asia and I hope that you can 
all participate in the successes of 
these. The Tokyo Olympics is only 
one of the big events which will take 
place in our region. Since this is the 
beginning of the year, I would like 
to use the opportunity to reflect on 
a few things before we jump in and 
enjoy all the thrill and action of the 
coming twelve months.

We have seen a lot of changes in our little industry in the past 
year. More acquisitions of  smaller brands by larger companies and 
corporations. Big changes in distribution for major brands across the 
region and a lot is in flux at this moment. What does this mean for us in 
our daily operations of gigs and shows and how does that impact what 
we do? Reliability and stability have been things that all of us pursue 
every single day at work. It remains to be seen if all those changes in 
the industry do provide us with the support and stability that we are all 
looking for. When I look at the technical progresses over the past year, 
I cannot seem to find a major breakthrough of any sort. Wherever I go 
throughout the year and whatever trade show I attend, I am asking my 
friends and colleagues always, if they have seen and found anything 
interesting new and the answer was “no” quite a few times over 2019.

This leaves me to ask, where are we going as an industry? I am blessed 
to work with some products which are still handled by true pro audio 
professionals and the main discussion is not always about business 
target and turnover and who got the biggest deal, but about the quality 
and level of projects where we are involved and the unique solutions 
that we have been able to be involved in. For years I have believed 
that we have no business in the billion dollar club and there is simply 
no market for companies from within this industry to grow to a level 
where they will be relevant on a global economy scale. However that’s 
not a bad thing at all, it is rather positive and we should use this to our 
advantage really.

I do feel that what we really need to do is to look at the substance of 
our industry and to care and work with this. We care about the best 
possible audio experience for both the artist and the audience and 
ideally we do all this in an environment where the sound engineer 
and sound tech do not suffer on their health. Anything that makes the 
people behind the scenes’ life any easier, is very welcome. I am very 
happy that the number of bad products out there has shrunk quite a bit 
over the past few years, but I still think we can do better and I wish to 
see a strong drive for progress from within our industry in 2020.

The last bit in all this is of course the people who are driving all this 
and we do have some exceptional young talent that I see across the 
globe and you can have very inspiring discussions with them on their 
ideas and how to reach a better product and a better result. We also 
have quite a few older guru’s from whom we can still pick up good stuff, 
that is worth  knowing. You might do the same thing that the “guru” 
does and use the same gear that they use and your result is still not the 
same. Copy and paste does really not work in a creative industry and 
environment and some original idea and content is great to see. In this 
regard I wish you all a very healthy search and research for the new and 
cool and fantastic idea and I strongly encourage you to follow through 
and to be persistent in this.

Have a very happy and successful 2020 and say hello whenever and 
wherever you see me. I very much look forward to hearing your ideas 
and your thoughts about the things that we all love. All the best.

Join the conversation and share your thoughts with Alex. Alex can be 
reached at alex@asaudio.de

A Big Year in the Making…

ALEX COLUMN

“We care about the best possible audio experience for 
both the artist and the audience and ideally we do all this 
in an environment where the sound engineer and sound 
tech do not suffer on their health”

http://www.e-techasia.com
mailto:alex%40asaudio.de?subject=
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Future Predictions 

What was the single most impressive technological intervention for 
you in 2019?

For me the most impressive 
technological intervention this 
year was the brightness and 
optics of the latest LED moving 
light fixtures. I used ETC/High 
End Solaframe 3000 Moving spot 
outdoor in the Avignon Festival. 
I was lighting Outwitting The 
Devil for Akram Khan Company in 
the Palais Du Pape. The fixtures 
were at a height of 30m from the 
performers.They were incredibly 
bright with their 32,000 lumen 
output. My team and I were so 
impressed. We were also really 

impressed with the optics and the colour mixing.

When I was lighting Death of A Salesman at the Piccadilly Theatre in 
London I had the opportunity to use Aryton’s Ghiblis units. As Mac 
Encores are now the norm here in the UK I was impressed with how 
much brighter the Ghiblis were in comparison. The shutter assembly 
has much more flexibility as well. The colour mixing is very similar. 
As the show came out through the proscenium I had quite a chunky 
advance bar in the audience’s eye. Physically I love the look of the 
Ghiblis units, very clean and sleek.

I really feel with units like these and the development in technology, we 
are now coming closer to having units that will compare with brighter 
discharge units and will have rigs that are more eco-friendly.

Which technology do you think will have the greatest impact on the 
industry over the next year – and why?

I believe LED technology will have the greatest impact. It is crucial that 
we find a more eco-friendly way to light shows without compromising 
on design quality. I am personally very keen to have a brighter LED 
generic profile that compares with the light output of a 750watt ETC 
Source 4 Profile but doesn’t use the same power.

Aideen Malone, Lighting Designer
www.aideenmalone.com

What was the single most impressive technological intervention for 
you in 2019?

Robe MegaPointe. As being a 
lighting designer and operator,I 
must thank Robe for bringing 
us the best moving head that 
I have seen in years.The optics 
are amazing - add to that the 
unbelievable light output, well-
saturated CMY colour system and 
beautiful effects engine and you 
will get maybe one of the best 
products out there - for almost 
every scenario.

Which technology do you think 
will have the greatest impact on 

the industry over the next year – and why?

The LED market is getting bigger and bigger each year with improved 
technologies and fixtures with high CRI light output. Almost all of 
the main fixtures manufacturers are producing new versions of their 
products based on LED technology, such as the new Ayrton’s LED 
profiles or the new Robe Esprite which I saw in a demonstration in 
December 2019. The gap between LED to HMI and tungsten is getting 
smaller and smaller with each year and I’m really curious to see what 
2020 will bring to us in those fields. 

Omer Israeli, Lighting & Set Designer, Cochavi & Klein
www.cochavi-klein.com

.............................................................................................................

What was the single most impressive technological intervention for 
you in 2019?

One effective intervention I saw 
on a commercial shoot was where 
the design completely changed a 
week before filming.  Trading one 
complicated design for another, 
it was demanding on every 
department.

Astera Tubes - being so versatile 
- saved the day!  They work in 
lightboxes, as video walls, and as 
softboxes at times.

Entertainment Technology Asia finds out what caught the eye of lighting, video and set design experts  
in 2019 and what’s in store for 2020!

LIGHTING DESIGN

http://www.e-techasia.com
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What was the single most impressive technological intervention for 
you in 2019? 

In 2019, projector brightness increased. 
The new projectors that are 50,000 
lumens will allow us to do larger 
architectural projection design shows 
with less equipment.

Which technology do you think will 
have the greatest impact on the 
industry over the next year – and why?

I believe that as technology improves, 

the design must also improve. Higher 
resolution projectors challenge us to make more detailed and seamless 
designs. Ultimately, I think that elevating design to take advantage of, 
and to challenge, new technology will have the greatest impact.

Bart Kresa, Projection Designer, BARTKRESA studio
bartkresa.com

.............................................................................................................

What was the single most impressive technological intervention for 
you in 2019?

Combining the smart use of a mixture of 
display mediums, such as projection & 
LED, with a real-time tracking system and 
running real-time generative content 
on a powerful media server to create 
virtual environments, and new reality! 
The efficiency of producing and adjusting 
assets without render time, and the 
interaction of talent with these virtual 
worlds is just phenomenal.

Which technology do you think will have the greatest impact on the 
industry over the next year – and why?

Without a doubt, it will be media server technology. The systems 
are getting more powerful by the day, not just in hardware, but the 
software. Alliances between software platforms and companies are 
mixing up the backbones of the gaming industry and bringing it into 
live event generative content and completely blurring the lines of what 
is possible, what is the reality and what is virtual. This combined with 
bigger, brighter laser projectors, and finer pitch LED tiles, completely 
opens up creatives to be able to achieve anything in far more efficient 
turn arounds. The future of live events, entertainment and film are 
about to enter a new era.

Steve Cain, Head Engineer, Media Server Specialist
Technical Direction Company
www.tdc.com.au

Which technology do you think will have the greatest impact on the 
industry over the next year – and why?

Further integration of high-powered LED’s, batteries, and wireless 
control could have a significant impact in the coming years.

As these fixtures get smaller, more reliable and diverse, they open the 
door for designers of film, festivals, theatre and nightlife events to 
incorporate light in ways not previously possible.

Evan Morris, Founder and Lighting Designer, Exciting Light
http://www.excitinglight.com

.............................................................................................................

What was the single most impressive technological intervention for 
you in 2019?

2019 seemed to be a huge year 
for waterproof and outdoor 
fixtures - we’re finally seeing most 
major manufacturers developing 
outdoor fixtures with attention to 
detail in optics and performance. 
Previous outdoor lights have 
always sacrificed features for 
weather resistance, but many new 
fixtures are now being released 
that means buildings, mountains 
and anything outside can be lit 
with more precision and a wider 
range of effects than ever. The 
possibilities are limitless and 

that’s hugely exciting for festivals, outdoor events and architectural 
lighting disciplines.

Which technology do you think will have the greatest impact on the 
industry over the next year – and why?

The advent of MA Lighting’s MA3 hardware (released in 2018) and 
software (released late 2019) will really help to re-define the way 
lighting shows are programmed and executed for the next decade. 
The industry has quickly adopted the MA3 hardware, which is widely 
regarded as a huge step forward from the arguable industry-standard 
MA2 platform, and the recent release of the software shows huge 
promise that will give designers and programmers a huge amount of 
additional creative flexibility in the coming years.

Richard Neville, Designer and Director, Mandylights
www.mandylights.com

VIDEO DESIGN

http://www.e-techasia.com
http://www.bartkresa.com
http://www.tdc.com.au
http://www.excitinglight.com
www.mandylights.com


ENTERTAINMENT TECHNOLOGY ASIA  |  www.e-techasia.com

JANUARY 2020
46

SHOW PREVIEW

Dedicated to providing the global entertainment industry with 
invaluable opportunities for business networking and technology-
oriented education, Prolight + Sound Guangzhou (PLSG) will take place 
from 19 to 22 February at Area A and B of the China Import and Export 
Fair Complex. 

Over 1,500 exhibitors will gather on the fairground to showcase 
an extended and versatile product range, covering audio, lighting, 
theatre and stage technology, AV media technology, communication 
and systems integration. Visitors will be able to source and discover 
products and technologies in 16 themed halls, while submerging 
themselves in innovative and creative AV concepts. With the 
introduction of the Digital Media Lab, PLSG recognises the importance 
of new formats in light, sound, visuals and art for audiences, and the 
need for a close collaboration between the cultural and technological 
players of the entertainment industry associated with that 
development. 

The upcoming edition of PLSG is expecting no less than 85,000 trade 
buyers, while exhibitor numbers reached new heights with still two 
months to go before opening day. Echoing the ongoing development 

PLSG2020 Highlights Digital Trends and Extends Product Range

of industry concepts related to digitalisation, system integration 
and future technologies, the show content will reflect the need 
for integrated solutions and innovation. Apart from showcasing 
hardware, exhibitors will bring a series of AV integrated solutions to 
the fairground. The enhanced show content and an elaborate fringe 
programme will respond to the upcoming trends throughout numerous 
industry areas.

Thematic halls will provide extended product offer
The growing significance of networking and systems integration in 
the field of event technology will be reflected with the expansion 
of Hall 3.2, 4.2 and 5.2. Visitors can expect a strong collection of 
communication and conferencing exhibitors at Hall 3.2, showcasing 
conferencing microphones and unified communication solutions. 
Brands include Audio-technica, Gonsin, Haitian, Huahuitong, ITC, Jeta, 
Liyun, Lotfun, Sennheiser, Shure, Taiden, and many more. 

Hall 4.2 and 5.2 will transform into the extended Media Systems and 
Solutions Halls, presenting digital display, audio and video conferencing 
solutions, audio network interfaces and more. Many key players will 
be exhibiting with bigger presentations than ever before, with Harman 
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International and Yamaha as highlights. Other big names include AV 
Media, Bosch, Bose, Createk Intellitech, D&b Audiotechnik, Danacoid, 
DMT, EZ Pro, Fiontu, Husion, Infree, PCI, Soundking, Summcinfo, 
Tricolor, and more. 
 
At Area B, four lighting halls will showcase a comprehensive range of 
products, including lighting equipment, projection, special effects, 
stage, studio and theatre equipment and truss. Lighting control and 
interface systems will be included to yield more opportunities for 
collaboration with neighbouring products. Charming, DJ Power, Eagle 
Truss, Fine Art, FYL, Kvant, Laserworld, Nightsun, Rapid, Showven, 
Xinjucai, Yes Tech and Zhonghui have confirmed their participation.

Fringe programme to anticipate digital innovation
AoIP systems and audio networking solutions are becoming increasingly 
popular in the field of professional PA applications. The signature PLSG 
Annual Training Course will expand its topic coverage and discuss the 
technological challenges, applications, standardisation and future of 
the industry. Once again, Audinate will be hosting the entire Dante 
Certification Programme, a multilevel training course that offers expert 
knowledge on audio networking for professionals. Speakers from the 
media-technology sector will pass on their expertise about audio and 
event technology. For the first time ever, the trade fair will provide level 

SHOW PREVIEW

one to three trainings in one show. Both beginners and industry peers 
with an interest in advanced networking concepts will definitely find 
what they are looking for. In addition to the training sessions, Dante 
partners will showcase the latest Dante-enabled products. And there’s 
more, because they will also present the Dante Ecosystem demo zone 
for the first time. 

Other fringe programme events will focus on trends, strategies and 
expertise for the live entertainment and theatre sectors, with special 
attention for the subject of event safety – with the support of Event 
Safety Alliance. The show also recognises the need for training in 
the lighting sector and will focus on industry development trends, 
technological knowledge and design and creativity. 

New Digital Media Lab will focus on the synergy between culture 
and technology This year’s ‘Tech meets Culture’ highlight reflects the 
increasing synergy between technology and culture in our industry. 
When these areas come together, it unleashes the creative potential 
of technology and boosts the capability of cultural evolution. With 
the introduction of the Digital Media Lab, PLSG2020 aims to explore 
how culture and technology can collaborate to drive audience 
engagement. Visitors will be able to experience immersive content and 
technologies that demonstrate the creative possibilities, integrations 
and experiences of new formats in light, sound, visuals and art. 
Together with ‘Shenzhen Digital Creative and Multimedia Industry 
Association’ and We-media ‘Visual Jockey’, the show will co-organise 
the First International 3D Visual Lighting Competition for international 
professionals from the performing art, digital art, cultural, tourism and 
landscape sectors.

Prolight + Sound Guangzhou is organised by Messe Frankfurt and the 
Guangdong International Science and Technology Exhibition Company 
(STE). 

www.prolightsound-guangzhou.com 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2020

EVENTS CALENDAR 

Jan 16 – 18 
NAMM Show 2020
Venue: Anaheim Convention Centre, 
Anaheim, USA

Apr 19 – 22
NAB SHOW
Venue: Las Vegas Convention  
Centre, USA

Jun 24 – 26
LED Expo Thailand  
(Incorporating Light ASEAN)
Venue: IMPACT Exhibition and Convention 
Center, Bangkok, Thailand

Feb 05 – 07
Live Entertainment Expo Tokyo
Venue: Makuhari Messe, Tokyo, Japan

May 13 – 15
KOBA
Venue: COEX, Seoul, South Korea

Jul 09 – 11
Summer NAMM 2020
Venue: Music City Centre, Nashville, TN

Feb 11 – 14
Integrated Systems Europe 2020
Venue: Amsterdam Rai, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands

May 27 – 29
InfoComm South East Asia
Venue: Bangkok International Trade and 
Exhibition Centre (BITEC)

Jul 15 – 17
Digital Architecture Asia
Venue: Indonesia Convention Centre  
(ICE), Jakarta, Indonesia

Feb 13 – 15
BES EXPO
Venue: Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India

May 28 – 30
PALM Expo 2020
Venue: Bombay Exhibition Centre, 
Mumbai, India

Jul 28 – 30
Pro AVL Indonesia and Tourism 
Technology Asia
Venue: Jakarta International Expo,  
Jakarta, Indonesia

Feb 16 – 19
Guangzhou Entertainment  
Technology (GET) Show 
Venue: Poly World Trade Centre Expo, 
Guangzhou, China

May 28 – 30
AV-ICNx Expo 2020
Venue: Bombay Exhibition Centre, 
Mumbai, India

Aug 19 – 21
Integrate
Venue: International Convention Centre 
(ICC) Sydney, Australia

Feb 19 – 22
Prolight + Sound Guangzhou 2020
Venue: Area A, China Import & Export  
Fair Complex, Guangzhou, China

Jun 09 – 11
Conference Programme starts on June 08
IAAPA Expo Asia 2020
Venue: Macao

Sep 02 – 04
InfoComm India
Venue: Bombay Exhibition Centre, India

Feb 24 – 26
Entertainment Design Expo - Shenzhen
Venue: Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition 
Center, Shenzhen, China

Jun 09 – 11
ConnecTechAsia  
(Incorporating BroadcastAsia)
Venue: Marina Bay Sands, Singapore

Sep 06 – 08
Plasa 2020
Venue: London Olympia

Feb 24 – 26
LED China 2020 - Shenzhen
Venue: Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition 
Center, Shenzhen, China

June 09 – 11
ConnecTechAsia  
(CommunicAsia and NXTAsia)
Venue: Marina Bay Sands, Singapore

Sep 17 – 19
LED China 2020 - Shanghai
Venue: Shanghai New International Expo 
Center

Mar 26 – 28
InfoComm China Beijing
Venue: China National Convention Center 
(CNCC), Beijing, China

Jun 09 – 12 
Guangzhou International Lighting 
Exhibition 
Venue: China Import and Export Fair 
Complex, Guangzhou, China

Oct 19 – 25  
Exhibition starts on 23 Oct
LDI 2020
Venue: Las Vegas Convention Centre, USA

Mar 31 – April 03
Prolight + Sound Frankfurt 2020
Venue: Messe Frankfurt, Frankfurt, 
Germany

Jun 17 – 19
Conference Programme starts on June 13
InfoComm
Venue:  Las Vegas Convention Center,  
Las Vegas, USA

Oct 29 – 31 
Broadcast India Show
Venue: Bombay Exhibition Centre

Please Click on Event Name to View Site
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https://www.nabshow.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LEDexpoThailand/
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http://www.kobashow.com/
www.namm.org/summer/2020
https://www.iseurope.org/
http://www.infocomm-sea.com/en/
https://digital-arc-asia.com/
https://www.besindia.co.in/
http://www.palmexpo.in/
https://avl-indonesia.com
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SPOTLIGHT

Renkus-Heinz Founder, Harro Heinz,  
Reflects on the Pro Audio Industry at 90

Harro Heinz, the co-founder of Renkus-Heinz, celebrated a major 
milestone on Dec. 14: his 90th birthday – an event that sits 
synchronously within the 40th year of the company that bears his 
name.

Heinz founded the cutting-edge speaker company with Algis Renkus in 
1979. A few years later Heinz bought his partner out of the business 
and went on to build a visionary organization that changed the way 
we experience sound. Thanks to Heinz’ 40 years of innovation and 
invention, Renkus-Heinz became – and remains – synonymous with 
premium sound.

Important to note: the celebration is not a retirement. Heinz still holds 
office hours as the Chairman of Renkus-Heinz. He is joined at work by 
three generations of the Heinz family and is involved in all aspects of 
the business: from engineering to manufacturing – each of which still 
occurs in-house at the Orange County headquarters. The company also 
continues to maintain a familial work atmosphere, with 20- and 30-year 
work anniversaries considered normal occurrences.

Heinz was joined at the weekend celebration by family, work family, 
friends and Dr. Wolfgang Ahnert – the scientist and engineer who 
helped bring digitally steerable solutions to the pro audio world 
through years of research and product development with Renkus-

Heinz. Heinz credits Ahnert’s work 
with making audio solutions more 
predictive and powerful – and 
with assisting many of Renkus-
Heinz’ cutting-edge developments 
over the years.

Heinz continues to consider the 
future of pro audio daily – and he 
shared a bit of his vision for the 
future even as he looks back at 40 
years of Renkus-Heinz:

• Artificial Intelligence is coming 
to professional audio sooner than 
we expect. “We will very soon see 
a speaker that can be installed in 
a room and immediately configure 
itself to provide optimal sound,” 
Heinz said. “The technology to 
digitally steer sound will soon be 
considered the standard because 
of how effectively it can be placed 
in a space.”

• The focus will be increasingly on the audience. “When we look at 
the industry today we still see a lot of focus on the performers or the 
product,” Heinz said. “That’s important, of course, as you have to have 
great content. But more important is that we look at the audience we 
serve, understand what they want, and deliver impressive experiences 
to them. Positioning sound with precision – and putting it on the 
audience – positions businesses for success.”

• The future of pro audio – and visual – belongs to the inventors. “We 
see commoditization continue in the audio world,” Heinz said. “What 
will set successful companies apart – whether they be manufacturers or 
integrators – will be the level of intelligence they can put behind their 
products and solutions. The future of A/V belongs to those willing to 
experiment.”

www.renkus-heinz.com
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LIVE

AUSTRALIA

TiMax TrackerD4 Enhances the Audio for the Royal Edinburgh  
Military Tattoo 
Two hundred loudspeakers in total were fed by 52 TiMax audio feeds to make the entire system object-capable for spatial audio mixing

Following the successful integration of the largest TiMax TrackerD4 
system to date into the TiMax SoundHub-driven spatial audio 
reinforcement system of The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, the sound 
and logistical teams behind the event have also introduced its precision 
stagetracking capabilities during its recent events in Sydney.

Staged in the ANZ Olympic Stadium, the four ‘super-sized’ shows 
performed to a Sydney audience showcased the Tattoo’s biggest ever 
cast – totalling over 1500 international performers. The event was 
scaled up at every level to accommodate a smaller number of shows in 
a much larger arena.

With innovation at the heart of The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 
the production team are constantly looking at ways to streamline or 
improve all aspects of the show including sound and logistics. As the 
event is a uniquely complex orchestration of a continuously moving cast 
of over 1000 musicians in Edinburgh, it is vital for the team to introduce 
the latest technology to manage this.

The ANZ stadium presented a big step up for the team behind the 
Tattoo and therefore a new challenge with sound. Sound designer, Seb 
Frost, explains that this event was far bigger than anything previously 
attempted. “We pushed the TiMax TrackerD4 system to the limits of its 
current capabilities because the distance involved was so extreme.” For 
perspective the entire Edinburgh Castle site would fit onto the field of 
the stadium.

A base performance area of 70 by 100 metres, was punctuated by 
sixteen TiMax TrackerD4 sensors positioned on poles attached to the 
field of play loudspeakers. The pre-installed house speaker system 
supplemented the on-field loudspeaker system and helped to cover the 
upper levels of the stadium seating. Two hundred loudspeakers in total 
were fed by 52 TiMax audio feeds to make the entire system object-
capable for spatial audio mixing.

Ninety channels of radio microphones, as well as 260 IEMs which were 
essential due to the acoustics of the vast stadium, and 48 TTd4 tracker 
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tags, were rotated every four to five minutes through the differing size 
sets of performers.

With almost one kilometre of service road linking the performers’ 
entry and exit points, a team of eight people on the ground, plus 
two buggy drivers, orchestrated the complex swapping process of 
microphones, IEMs and TTd4 tracker tags – to the tune of 1,600 swap 
configurations. Seb interjects, “…the new recipient of a tracker tag did 
not usually get the same microphone so that that added an extra level 
of complication.”

In previous years, before the luxury of a tracking system, Frost would 
film rehearsals and manually plot starting positions and trajectories to 
create the sound images to be recreated in the loudspeaker system. 
This year however, Frost enthuses, “…having just completed Edinburgh 
using the TiMax TrackerD4 system, I was in a fairly enlightened 
position to start with, knowing I didn’t need to worry about where 
the performers were going to be within the show. I could just put 

microphones and tracker tags on them and get going to make the audio 
sound good.”

Speaking about the introduction of the new technology, Chief Executive 
and Producer of The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo Brigadier David 
Allfrey said “The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo has developed and 
sustained a loyal and growing audience for nearly 70 years. During this 
time, we have been proud to constantly evolve, innovate and exceed 
audience expectations. 

“With innovation at the heart of what we do, our talented team are 
always on searching for new technologies to transform the way we 
put on each Tattoo performance. Working with the TiMax TrackerD4 
System is just one such way we have used technology to streamline 
the production of the show and give audiences an unforgettable 
experience.”

The sound team in Sydney comprised Andy Marsh and his excellent 
team from Norwest plus, from the UK, Seb Frost and his programmer 
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Tom Asley working closely with the rest of the production team.  
Between them they handled the set up and configuration of the 
new TiMax TrackerD4 system and Seb insists, “…it went remarkably 
smoothly, and it was straightforward to do. I used the TiMax SoundHub 
auto calculate function that I’d helped instigate on the Tattoo a couple 
of years ago and that was very useful, especially to incorporate the 
house system.”

In conclusion, Frost adds, “The TiMax TrackerD4 system was simple to 
use and the event went well, exactly as I intended it to. It proved the 
stability and the concept and the system.”

www.outboard.co.uk

LIVE
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FOR ENQUIRIES OR TO LIST YOUR USED 
EQUIPMENT CONTACT 10K USED GEAR  
ASIA CONTACT BASED IN SINGAPORE: 

MANOJ CHAMANLAL  
manoj.chamanlal@10kused.com

d&b Audiotechnik J-Series Package
€472,225.00
For sale a used d&b Audiotechnik J-Series 
Package. All in good condition and the price 
shown is for the complete package.

Nexo Alpha System
€11,500.00
For sale a used Nexo Alpha System. All has 
been tested and is in good condition. The 
price shown is for the complete system.

Yamaha PM5D RH Mixing Consoles
€2,995.00
For sale used Yamaha PM5D RH Mixing 
Consoles in good condition. Available direct 
from stock.

Martin Audio W8LC Loudspeaker 
Package
€44,500.00
For sale used Used Martin Audio W8LC 
Loudspeaker Package in good condition. The 
price is for the package.

GrandMA2 Light Lighting Console
€17,000.00 
For sale a used MA Lighting GrandMA2 Light 
Lighting Console available in good condition. 
Price is for 1 x Console including flight case.

Robe Robin 600LED Wash
€1,350.00
We have for sale used Robe Robin 600LED 
Wash available in good condition. Price 
above is per unit, only sold in sets of four.

High End Road Hog 4
€5,900.00
We have for sale High End Road Hog 4 
available in good condition. Price above is per 
piece.

ARRISUN 1200w Lighting Fixture 
€2400.00
We have for sale used ARRISUN 1200w 
Lighting Fixture packages, these are all in 
good condition and the price shown is per 
package.

d&b Audiotechnik Y-Series Package
€105,885.00
For sale a used d&b Audiotechnik Y-Series 
Package in excellent condition, like new and 
the price shown is for the complete package. 
Flightcases included.

Enquire

Enquire

Enquire

Enquire

Enquire

Enquire Enquire

Enquire

Enquire

Enquire

MARKET PLACE

ETC Source Four Zoom 25-50˚
€1,950.00
We are selling used ETC Source Four Zoom 
25-50˚ lighting fixtures in good condition 
with flightcase. Price above is per set.

PRICE MIGHT DIFFER AT WEBSITE DUE 
TO DYNAMIC PRICING MECHANISM
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https://www.10kused.com/product/db-audiotechnik-j-series-package-1/
https://www.10kused.com/product/db-audiotechnik-y-series-package/
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